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	   What works for your child is
what makes the choice right!   
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Did You Know...?
Join Texas Hands & VoicesToday!
 Texas Hands & Voices is a Chapter of the National Hands & VoicesOrganization.  By becoming a member ofTexas Hands & Voices you will get membership privileges that include theNational Communicator Quarterly Paper mailed to your home or place of business.  Your annual dues help us defer the cost of mailings and give us a small budget to continue our Texas efforts to support Deaf and Hard of Hearing children, their families and the professionals that serve them, in the state of Texas.  It also allows us to create resources,  training materials and a Texas specific website . 

JOIN NOW! 
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Share the message of Hands & Voiceswith your family,  friends and professionals!
Forward this message
 

 Texas Hands & Voices is a chapter of the nationwide non-profit organization dedicated to supporting families and their children who are deaf or hard of hearing, as well as the professionals who serve them. We are a parent-driven, parent/professional/community collaborative group that is unbiased towards communication modes and methods. Our diverse membership includes those who are deaf, hard of hearing, and hearing impaired and their families who communicate orally, with signs, cue, and/or combined methods. We exist to help our children reach their highest potential.Whether we’re at work locally or nationally, Hands & Voicescontinues to be driven by the need to improve the educational outcomes and quality of life for children who are deaf or hard of hearing.
 

Parent Leaders

Texas Hands & Voices Parent Leaders are parents of children with hearing loss who have received training in order to provide local resource information, training opportunities, social events, and support in their communities for families of children with hearing loss and the professionals who serve them.
· Dallas/Fort Worth Area: Tamara Joyce-Wylie, tamara@txhandsandvoices.org
· McAllen Area/Spanish Liaison: Tina Proctor,tina@txhandsandvoices.org
· Houston Area: Kellie Berger,kellie@txhandsandvoices.org
· Austin/San Antonio Area: Laura Davis,laura.davis@txhandsandvoices.org 
More information about the Parent Leader Program and their upcoming events will be added to the  Texas Hands & VoicesWebsite!
This e-newsletter is a provided to the families of children who are Deaf/Hard of Hearing and the professionals who serve them as a joint project between Texas Hands & Voices and the Educational Resource Center on Deafness (ERCOD).
 


	Dear Friend, 

As the school year winds down, it is the time to start thinking about the teachers and other professionals that deserve a special thank you for the services they have provided to our children. What better gift for a deaf education teacher, speech pathologist, or ECI coordinator than to give them a membership to Texas Hands & Voices? As a member, your recipient will receive the national quarterly newspaper The Communicator, as well as our e-newsletters with valuable information relevant to families of children who are deaf and hard-of-hearing and the professionals who serve them.  Along with other member privileges, the best gift will be knowing that your generosity is helping support families and professionals across the state to improve outcomes for our children who are deaf or hard-of-hearing. See our membership page on the Texas Hands & Voices website for more information!

As always, we love to hear from you; email me atlaura.davis@txhandsandvoices.org .

Laura Davis
Executive Director


Texas Hands & Voices Event Handbook & Scholarship Program 

Parents, Family Members & Professionals are eligible for this fantastic opportunity to host an event with the support of Texas Hands & Voices.
  Receive up to $250 to host your event!
  Meet other families in your area!
  Texas Hands & Voices will help guide and assist you in planning your event.
To receive a scholarship to host a family event in your local area, follow these 3 easy steps:
1. Review the Texas Hands & Voices Event Handbook. (Handbook in Spanish)
2. Apply on-line for an event scholarship. (Spanish application)
3. Host a local social event or educational training for families with children who are deaf or hard hearing.
For questions or more information, contact Laura Davis atlaura.davis@txhandsandvoices.org or 512-470-4065.

This program is sponsored by the Educational Resource Center on Deafness (ERCOD).



Summer Plans?
Texas Hands & Voices is working on a comprehensive listing of summer activities that would be of interest to families of children with hearing loss. If you are involved with an organization that runs a summer program, you or child have attended one, or you have just heard about a camp, conference, workshop or other summer activity that fits this description, email the information and contact to tamara@txhandsandvoices.org. We may not be able to include everything but we will try to cover as many opportunities for summer fun and education as possible!

Be on the look out for our special summer activities email and check the website for updates!


Statewide Conference Family Fun Night

All families of children who are deaf or hard of hearing are invited to joinTexas Hands & Voices for a special night of family fun during theStatewide Conference on Education of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing. All families are encouraged to attend, even if you are not attending the conference or attending without your children! 

Come meet other parents, build your support network, and connect to a parent support group dedicated to serving the needs of families of children who are deaf or hard of hearing in Texas. A light dinner will be served.
When: Thursday, July 22, 2010
Where: Tarrant County College, Trinty River Campus
         300 Trinity Campus Circle, Fort Worth, TX 76102 
Time: 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Cost: $3 per adult, $2 per child
RSVP: Tamara Joyce-Wylie, tamara@txhandsandvoices.org


15th Annual Crystal Charity Ball Cochlear Implant Summer Listening Camp 
Where: Bill Bates Cowboy Ranch, Celina, Texas
When: July 26-30, 2010, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Cost: $200 (limited number of scholarships available)
Registration deadline: May 1oth
The camp is for children ages 3-11 with cochlear implants and includes:  
· Snacks each day
· A camper t-shirt
· Daily speech-language therapy
· Transportation to and from camp (Mon.- Thurs., leaving from Callier Dallas)
· The Friday Family Celebration
For more information, contact Melissa Sweeney at 214-905-3139 ormsweeney@utdallas.edu or visit the UT Dallas Callier Center website.


Events for you to know about!
A short list of happenings around the state that may be of interest to families of children with hearing loss. Check our Events page on our website for even more opportunities.

Please note: From time to time, Texas Hands & Voices receives information about other events and other items of interest from other sponsoring organizations that we pass on through our newsletter and/or newsletter that we feel may be of interest to our constituency. These events may not necessarily reflect the viewpoint of Texas Hands & Voices, and we rely on our membership to deem what is of value to their own interests.     


TAD Ranch-o-rama
May, 8, 2010
Pioneer Farms
10621 Pioneer Farms
Austin, Texas 78754
Contact: marilyn@deaftexas.org

ADA Training
May 26: "You Say I Bring My Mom to Interpret?"
June 23: "Disclosing Disability - When to Disclose"
Lillian Deaf Connection Center
9920 Long Point Rd.
Houston, TX 77002
Contact: Jana, DeafnessRS6B@dars.state.tx.us or VP 832.431.3844
Family Weekend Retreat
June 11-13, 2010
Austin, TX

Statewide Conference on Education of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
July 22-24, 2010
Fort Worth, TX 
Registration Now Open!


 YeeHaw! 
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YEEHAW to Visual Communications Services, plus a special thank you from the Texas Hands & VoicesBoard of Directors. VCS has been providing remote access for board meetings for our directors from around the state. As a provider of access solutions for the Deaf community, VCS has a variety of services to meet communication needs. Visit their website to learn more. Thanks to VCS and Erma Webb for your support ofTexas Hands & Voices! 

If you or one of your kids got the scholarship, made the team, performed in a program, or accomplished a goal - no matter how big or small - we want to hear about it! This is your place to brag! Send your YeeHaw! totamara@txhandsandvoices.org with your/your child's accomplishment, first name, last initial, and home town. Photos are also welcome!


Did you know...? 

...that there is a music video for the song "See What I'm Saying", filmed with deaf actors, captioned and signed posted on YouTube
"See What I Am Saying" Music Video 



	Texas Hands & Voices
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www.txhandsandvoices.org
info@txhandsandvoices.org


