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	What works for your child is
what makes the choice right!
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Did You Know...?

Join Texas Hands & Voices Today!
 Texas Hands & Voices is a Chapter of the National Hands & Voices Organization.  By becoming a member of Texas Hands & Voices you will get membership privileges that include the National Communicator Quarterly Paper mailed to your home or place of business.  Your annual dues help us defer the cost of mailings and give us a small budget to continue our Texas efforts to support Deaf and Hard of Hearing children, their families and the professionals that serve them, in the state of Texas.  It also allows us to create resources,  training materials and a Texas specific website . 

JOIN NOW! 
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Share the message of Hands & Voiceswith your family,  friends and professionals!
Forward this message
 

 Texas Hands & Voices is a chapter of the nationwide non-profit organization dedicated to supporting families and their children who are deaf or hard of hearing, as well as the professionals who serve them. We are a parent-driven, parent/professional/community collaborative group that is unbiased towards communication modes and methods. Our diverse membership includes those who are deaf, hard of hearing, and hearing impaired and their families who communicate orally, with signs, cue, and/or combined methods. We exist to help our children reach their highest potential. Whether we’re at work locally or nationally, Hands & Voices continues to be driven by the need to improve the educational outcomes and quality of life for children who are deaf or hard of hearing.
 

Parent Leaders

Texas Hands & Voices Parent Leaders are parents of children with hearing loss who have received training in order to provide local resource information, training opportunities, social events, and support in their communities for families of children with hearing loss and the professionals who serve them.
· Dallas/Fort Worth Area: Tamara Joyce-Wylie, tamara@txhandsandvoices.org
· McAllen Area/Spanish Liaison: Tina Proctor,tina@txhandsandvoices.org
· Houston Area: Kellie Berger,kellie@txhandsandvoices.org
· Austin/San Antonio Area: Laura Davis,laura.davis@txhandsandvoices.org 
More information about the Parent Leader Program and their upcoming events will be added to the  Texas Hands & Voices Website!
This e-newsletter is a provided to the families of children who are Deaf/Hard of Hearing and the professionals who serve them as a joint project between Texas Hands & Voices and the Educational Resource Center on Deafness (ERCOD).
 


	Dear Friend, 

 PLEASE NOTE: A draft version of the email was inadvertently sent instead of this updated version. Some edits and corrections have been made to information below. 

 Do you have a friend that has a child who is deaf or hard of hearing? Are you a professional that provides services to families with children with hearing loss? Have you told them about Texas Hands & Voices?  We have made it easy to share the great information provided in our e-newsletter by clicking on the "Forward This Message" link in the left column (just under the picture of the adorable little musician). Help us get the word out about Texas Hands & Voices and give your friends and clients a valuable resource tool at the same time! As always, we love to hear from you; email me at laura.davis@txhandsandvoices.org .

Laura Davis
Executive Director


Parents As Leaders (PAL) Training
Texas Hands & Voices is partnering with ERCOD (Educational Resource Center On Deafness) to bring parents across the state an exciting training and networking opportunities! We want to empower parents with the knowledge and encouragement to be effective leaders and advocates in their communities for families of children with hearing loss.  

PAL Registration and Information
West Texas Region 
El Paso PAL Training
Parent Training: Saturday, April 24th
Free Family Picnic: Sunday, April 25th
Save the Date for future PAL Trainings!
East Texas Region 
Nacogdoches/College Station
August 13-15, 2010
Watch the e-newsletters for details. Contact Laura Davis for more information, laura.davis@txhandsandvoices.org or 512-470-4065. Stipends available for travel and/or registration for qualified individuals based on need. Plan now to join us!


New! FDA Website on Hearing Aids

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has launched a new website with information regarding hearing aids. This site provides general information on hearing aids, types of hearing loss, different types and styles of hearing aids, how to get a hearing aid, benefits and safety of hearing aids, hearing aids and cell phones, other products and procedures to improve hearing, and a checklist of steps to remember and consider before purchasing a hearing aids.
 FDA Hearing Aids Website


Family Signs
 

Want to improve your signing skills without leaving your home? All you need is a computer with a high-speed Internet connection and a web-cam. You can then sign up for the FREE Family Signs program! You get one-on-one sign language instruction via video conferencing software that is a free download to your computer.

For more information or to register, please visit their website at:

www.familysigns.org

Events for you to know about!
A short list of happenings around the state that may be of interest to families of children with hearing loss. Check our Events page on our website for even more opportunities.

Please note: From time to time, Texas Hands & Voices receives information about other events and other items of interest from other sponsoring organizations that we pass on through our newsletter and/or newsletter that we feel may be of interest to our constituency. These events may not necessarily reflect the viewpoint of Texas Hands & Voices, and we rely on our membership to deem what is of value to their own interests.
Genetics and Hearing Loss
March 23, 2010, 6:30-8:15 p.m.
Health Museum
Houston, Texas
Contact: Teri Wathen, 713-807-1176,HLRS6A@dars.state.tx.us

Imagination Celebration Weekend for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (High School Students)
March 26-27
Tarrant County College, Trinity River Campus
Fort Worth, TX

Texas Advanced Leadership & Advocacy Conference(TALAC)
March 28-31, 2010
Austin, TX
Discovery Retreat (for students)
April 16-18, 2010
Peaceable Kingdom,  TX
Skills, Strategies & Survival in Working with Children Wearing Cochlear Implants
May 1, 2010
UT Health Science Center Central Campus
7703 Floyd Curl Drive, San Antonio, TX
Contact: Leslie Walter, 210-366-2302 ext. 205
Family Weekend Retreat
June 11-13, 2010
Austin, TX

Statewide Conference on Education of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
July 22-24, 2010
Fort Worth, TX 
Registration Now Open!
Please note: From time to time, Texas Hands & Voices receives information about events and items of interest from other sponsoring organizations that we pass on through our newsletter and/or newsletter that we feel may be of interest to our constituency. These events may not necessarily reflect the viewpoint of Texas Hands & Voices, and we rely on our membership to deem what is of value to their own interests.


YeeHaw! 

YEEHAW to Faith W.! Faith just completed her first season of 'real' indoor soccer as the team's leading defenseman and she scored her first indoor goal on one of her rare appearances at offense! Way to go, Faith! Her proud parents are Tamara and Mark.

If you or one of your kids got the scholarship, made the team, performed in a program, or accomplished a goal - no matter how big or small - we want to hear about it! This is your place to brag! Send your YeeHaw! totamara@txhandsandvoices.org with your/your child's accomplishment, first name, last initial, and home town. Photos are also welcome!


Did you know...? 

....that the Hands & Voices national website is full of useful articles and tools to assist families in understanding special and general education law? One great tool is called the PEI form, which is a very easy and useful form that parents can use to document what is discussed in an IEP meeting. Go to the link below to read more and download the form.

Hands & Voices PEI Form


	Texas Hands & Voices
P.O. Box 41887
Austin, TX 78704
www.txhandsandvoices.org
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